Background: Balance-of-care analysis is very useful for comparing the costs associated with living in different situations for people with advanced dementia that are on the margin between living at home and long-term care (LTC).
Background: Balance-of-care analysis is very useful for comparing the costs associated with living in different situations for people with advanced dementia that are on the margin between living at home and long-term care (LTC). Methods: We collected data in two areas in Ireland on the cost of living at home for 79 people with advanced dementia. Weekly costs were calculated from Health Service Executive's (HSE) perspective and society's perspective.
Results: In Area A (n = 30), the societal cost of living at home ranged from €903 to €1,781. The most relevant LTC comparator was a community hospital. For 28/30 people the cost of living at home was less than LTC.
From HSE's perspective, the cost of supporting a person at home ranged from €236 to €1,099. This was less than the net cost to the HSE if the person was in LTC for all 30 people.
In Area B (n = 49), the societal cost of living at home ranged from €653 to €1,925. The cost of living at home was less than the cost of the relevant LTC comparator (a nursing home) for 40 of the 49 participants.
The costs incurred by the HSE of supporting the person at home ranged from €331 to €1,137. This was less than the net cost to the HSE if the person was in LTC for 47/ 49 people. Conclusions: This is the first study in Ireland to report detailed estimates of the cost of living at home of people with advanced dementia. We find that in most cases, the cost to both society and the HSE of supporting people to live at home is less than the cost of LTC. The largest cost in most cases was informal care and our results are sensitive to how the cost of informal care is calculated.
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